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Protest f rom f i r m  n o t  i n  l i n e  f o r  award i f  
p r o t e s t  is u p h e l d  is  d i s m i s s e d  b e c a u s e  
p r o t e s t e r  d o e s  n o t  have  r e q u i s i t e  d i r ec t  
economic i n t e r e s t  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  a n  
" i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y "  u n d e r  GAO Bid Pro tes t  
R e g u l a t i o n s .  

Steel  S t y l e ,  I n c .  (S t ee l ) ,  protests  t h e  award of a 
c o n t r a c t  t o  any  of t h e  t h r e e  l o w  b i d d e r s  u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  
fo r  b i d s  ( I F B )  N o .  N62472-83-B-1470, i s s u e d  by t h e  Depar t -  
ment  of t h e  Navy t o  p r o c u r e  t w o  100- ton  f l o a t i n g  c r a n e  
b a r g e s .  W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

Section "K" o f  t h e  I F B  r e q u i r e d  b i d d e r s  t o  i n s e r t  t h e  
name of t h e  p r i n c i p l e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  of t h e  b a r g e s  and t h e  
place where  t h e  b a r g e s  would be m a n u f a c t u r e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  government  i n s p e c t i o n  and a c c e p t a n c e .  Steel  c o n t e n d s  
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  three l o w  b i d d e r s  d i d  n o t  s u p p l y  t h i s  i n f o r -  
m a t i o n  and t h a t  t h e i r  b i d s  t h e r e f o r e  must  be r e j e c t e d .  
Steel  asserts t h a t ,  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  l o w  b i d d e r ,  it s h o u l d  be 
awarded t h e  c o n t r a c t .  

The Navy h a s  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  a b s t r a c t  o f  b i d s  f o r  t h i s  
p rocuremen t  which  shows t h a t  Steel  is  t h e  f i f t h ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  f o u r t h ,  l o w  b i d d e r .  Under o u r  Bid Protest R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
a p a r t y  mus t  be  " i n t e r e s t e d "  b e f o r e  w e  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  i t s  
p r o t e s t .  4 C.F .R.  S 2 1 . l ( a )  ( 1 9 8 5 ) .  W e  have h e l d  t h a t  a 
protester is n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i f  i t  would n o t  be i n  l i n e  f o r  
award if its p r o t e s t  were uphe ld .  C e n t r a l  A i r  S e r v i c e ,  - I n c . ,  B-218833.2, May 21,  1985,  85-1 C.P.D. 11 580. S i n c e  a t  
l e a s t  one o t h e r  b i d d e r - - t h e  f o u r t h  l o w  bidder--would r ema in  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  award e v e n  i f  S tee l ' s  protest  a g a i n s t  t h e  award 
t o  t h e  three l o w  b i d d e r s  were s u c c e s s f u l ,  Steel  is n o t  an  
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y  t o  p r o t e s t  and i t s  a l l e g a t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  be 
considered on t h e  merits. 
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I n  any  e v e n t ,  t h e  Navy h a s  s u b m i t t e d  s e c t i o n  "K" of t h e  
l o w  b i d d e r ' s  b i d ,  and i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w a s  
p r o p e r l y  c o m p l e t e d .  

The p r o t e s t  i s  d i s m i s s e d .  w Robert  M. S t r o n q  
Deputy  Associate 1 
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